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INTRODUCTION 

The following report on the drug situation in the Federal Republic of Germany is based on analyses of 
information from the Drugs Data File (Falldatei Rauschgift) and the Personal Data File (Personendatei). 
The statistics on drug crime have been updated to reflect the cases recorded in the Drugs Data File as of 
31.01.2008.  

The following indicators were used as a basis for the present report on the drug situation: users of hard 
drugs who came to police notice for the first time, quantities seized and number of seizures, countries of 
origin and of destination as well as nationality of the suspects. 

This information on the individual indicators is derived from cases of drug crime that came to police 
notice and reflects that part of this crime area recorded in the Drugs Data File. Changes in police and 
customs control activity as well as seizures of large single quantities can have a considerable influence on 
the development of the situation. 
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CURRENT DEVELOPMENTS 

⇒ Compared to the previous year, a downward trend was observed in 2007 both with regard to the 
total number of drug seizures and the total quantity of drugs seized. 

⇒ The period under review saw two of the largest individual seizures of heroin ever made in 
Germany. 

⇒ Only with respect to amphetamine, increasing figures were recorded for all indicators. 

 

 

Users of hard drugs who came to police notice for the first 
time 

 

In comparison to the previous year, the number of users of hard drugs 
who came to police notice for the first time dropped by 4 % to 18,620 
persons in 2007. 

While the figures recorded for heroin, cocaine, ecstasy and crystal 
showed a downward trend, the number of amphetamine and crack users 
who came to police notice for the first time increased.  

 

The total number of first-
time users of hard drugs 
decreased for the third 
year in succession. 

Heroin  

In 2007 heroin totalling 1,074 kg was seized in 6,853 cases. Thus the 
number of seizures increased moderately (+1%) while at the same time 
the quantity seized rose considerably (+22%). 

The increase in the total quantity of heroin seized is above all the result 
of one individual seizure of more than 300 kg in Baden-Württemberg 
and another seizure of approximately 150 kg made in connection with an 
investigation conducted by the Bundeskriminalamt (Federal Criminal 
Police Office). 

When major quantities of heroin were seized in Germany, these were 
frequently proved to have been smuggled into Germany from Turkey 
through the Balkan states as well as Italy and Austria. The deliveries 
were quite frequently destined for the Netherlands. In 2007, too, there 
were a large number of cases where consumers or small-scale dealers 
from Germany procured mostly smaller quantities of heroin from the 
Netherlands. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
As in the previous 
years, larger quantities 
of heroin were 
smuggled into Germany 
mainly via the various 
branches of the Balkan 
route. 
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Primarily German suspects came to notice in connection with heroin 
seizures. Turkish nationals, who were often recorded in connection with 
seizures of major quantities, dominated among the non-German 
suspects. 

 

 

 

Cocaine 
 

In 2007 cocaine totalling 1,888 kg was seized in 4,199 cases. Both the 
number of cases (+6%) and the quantity seized (+9%) increased 
compared to the previous year. 

The largest seizure, approximately 480 kg, was made in Bremerhaven. 
The cocaine originated in Panama and was destined for Antwerp. 

Cocaine was frequently smuggled into Germany from the Netherlands 
during numerous trips made for the purpose of procuring drugs. 

In connection with the illegal importation of cocaine from South 
America, Brazil and Peru were most frequently recorded as countries of 
origin or transit. 

As in the previous year, there were again seizures of cocaine originating 
in African states. The number of cases where the drugs were proved to 
have come from Nigeria or Ghana decreased, however.  

The majority of suspects involved in seizures of cocaine were German 
nationals. Among the non-German suspects, Turkish nationals played the 
dominant role, followed by Italian nationals. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
West African states were 
frequently used as depot 
and transit countries for 
cocaine smuggled from 
South America.  

 

 

With regard to crack, the number of cases decreased (-8%) whereas the 
quantity seized increased to almost 5 kg (+23%). Nearly the total 
quantity was confiscated in Hamburg and Hesse.  

German nationals topped the list of suspects, followed by Turkish 
nationals. 

 

Hamburg and Frankfurt/ 
Main were the focal points 
for crack trafficking in 
Germany.  
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Amphetamine and methamphetamine 
 

In 7,662 cases, amphetamine/methamphetamine totalling 820 kg was 
seized. Compared to 2006, this represents an increase both in the number 
of cases (+12%) and in the quantity seized (+13%). 

By far the largest share of seized amphetamine of known origin came 
from the Netherlands. Significantly smaller quantities were smuggled 
into the country from Belgium and Poland. Contrary to the previous 
years, there were no seizures of major amounts of amphetamine destined 
for Scandinavia. Smaller amounts, however, were frequently intended to 
be smuggled abroad across Germany's southern borders. 

The above figures for seizures of amphetamine and methamphetamine 
include 454 cases (+9%) where in total 10 kg of crystal (-7%) were 
confiscated. About 79% of this quantity was seized in the German states 
of Saxony and Bavaria. Numerous seizures took place in Thuringia as 
well, involving considerably smaller quantities, however. 

Trafficking in and smuggling of amphetamine/methamphetamine were 
dominated by German nationals. Among the non-German suspects, 
Turkish, Italian and Polish nationals played a role. 

 

The quantity of ampheta-
mine or methamphetamine 
seized increased for the 
sixth year in succession. 

 

 

 

 
 
In recent years, "Crystal" 
was mainly seized in 
Saxony, Bavaria and 
Thuringia. 

Ecstasy  

The number of ecstasy seizures rose by 5% to 2,495 cases in 2007 
whereas the quantity seized (985,218 tablets) decreased by 9% compared 
to the previous year.  

The majority of the tablets seized came from the Netherlands. In 
individual cases, larger quantities were proved to have been imported 
from Turkey, Poland or Switzerland.  

In several cases, it was established that larger quantities of ecstasy 
tablets seized in Germany were intended for onward transportation to 
Southern and Eastern Europe and sometimes to Scandinavia.  

Primarily German nationals came to notice in connection with ecstasy 
seizures. Of the non-German suspects, the Turkish nationals dominated, 
followed by Dutch, Italian and Polish nationals. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
Germany had a role as 
transit-country for the 
smuggling of ecstasy-
tablets. 
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Cannabis 
 

With regard to cannabis products, there was a decline in 2007 both in the 
number of cases (-10%) and in the total quantity seized (-13%). 

As regards hashish, the number of seizures dropped by 17% to 9,762 
cases and the total quantity seized declined even more significantly by 
34% to 3,678 kg. The lest seizure amount in 2007 is primarily due to the 
fact, that in preceding year over 2 tons of hashish were confiscated in the 
course of three seizures alone. 

The development with regard to cases and amount of marihuana was 
inconsistent. Whereas on the one hand the number of seizures dropped 
by 7% compared to 2006, amounting to 21,831 cases, on the other hand 
the total quantity seized increased significantly by 28%, amounting to 
3,770 kg.  

As in the previous year, the Netherlands was by far the most important 
country of origin or transit for cannabis products. But hashish frequently 
entered Germany also via Spain and other West European countries or 
via Italy and the southern neighbours. In a large number of cases, in 
particular smaller amounts of marihuana were – apart from the 
Netherlands – also smuggled into the country from Austria, Switzerland 
or the Czech Republic. 

Trafficking in cannabis products was dominated by German nationals, 
followed by Turkish and Italian nationals.  

During the year under review, cannabis was, to a considerable extent, 
cultivated both outdoors and indoors in Germany. One professional 
outdoor plantation as well as 14 large plantations and 68 small 
plantations were registered. In addition, 21 professional indoor sites, 93 
large indoor plantations and 233 small indoor plantations were seized. 

The most outdoor sites were recorded in Bavaria and Rhineland-
Palatinate, the most indoor plantations in North-Rhine/Westphalia.  

 

 

Regressive seizure data 
regarding cannabis 
products. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The cultivation of 
cannabis in so called 
indoor plantations 
increased in Germany. 

 

Illegal laboratories  

Ten illegal drug laboratories were seized in 2007. 

All laboratories had production capacity sufficient to satisfy the 
operator's personal need or to supply a limited local circle of buyers. 
There were no seizures of large laboratories. 
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Seizures 

 01.01. - 31.12.06 01.01. - 31.12.07 Changes 

Type of drug Cases Quantity Cases Quantity Cases Quantity 

Heroin 6,763 878.9 kg 6,853 1,073.5 kg +1.3 % +22.1 % 

Opium 78 42.2 kg 59     27.5 kg -24.4 % -34.8 % 

Cocaine 3,972 1,716.6 kg 4,199 1,877.5 kg       +5.7 % +9.4 % 

Crack 1,977 3.9 kg 1,817       4.8 kg -8.1 % +23.1 % 

Meth-/Amphetamine 

(incl. crystal) 

6,838 

(416) 

723.2 kg 

(10.7 kg) 

7,662 

(454) 

  820.1 kg 

  (10.0 kg) 

+12.1 % 

(+9.1%) 

+13.4 % 

(-6.5%) 

Ecstasy 2,382 1,082,820 DU 2,495 985,218 DU +4.7 % -9.0 % 

LSD 205 12,488 Tr. 236   10,525 Tr. +15.1 % -15.6 % 

Hashish 11,764 5,606.1 kg 9,762 3,677.5 kg -17.0 % -34.4 % 

Marihuana 23,506 2,954.1 kg 21,831 3,769.8 kg -7.1 % +27.6 % 

Plants 1,121 190,241 1,463 135,252 +30.5 % -28.9 % 

Khat 127 15,985.1 kg 132    13,485.3 kg +3.9 % -15.6 % 

Psil. mushrooms 635 99.7 kg 605     55.8 kg -4.7 % -44.0 % 

 

DU = dosage units, TR = trips 

 *  The quantity seized in 2006 includes 75,000 plants which stem from the sowing of 5 kg of hemp 
seed and are believed to have been so-called agricultural/industrial hemp.  
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Illegal Production/Laboratories 

Type of drug 01.01. - 31.12.06 01.01. - 31.12.07 

ATS* 6 8 

GHB 0 1 

Fentanyl 1 1 
   
Total 7 10 

 *  ATS = Amphetamine-Type Stimulants; the laboratories for synthetic drugs of the amphetamine type 
seized in 2007 included five facilities for the production of amphetamine and three for the production 
of methamphetamine.  

 

 

Users of hard drugs who came to police notice for the first time 

Period under 

review 
 Total 

(*) 

Heroin Cocaine Meth-/ 

Amphetamine (**) 
Ecstasy Crack Other drugs 

(***) 

01.01.-

31.12.06 
19,319 4,489 4,225 9,835 2,319 355 394 

01.01.-

31.12.07 
18,620 4,153 3,812 9,949 2,038 498 456 

Changes -3.6 % -7.5 % -9.8 % +1.2 % -12.1 % +40.3 % +15.7 % 

 

(*) Each person is recorded only once in the column listing the total number of hard drug users who 
came to police notice for the first time. However, to shed light on polydrug use, it is possible for 
the same person to be recorded under more than one type of drug. 

(**) Among the 9,949 persons recorded in 2007, there were 567 first-time users of crystal. This 
represents a decrease by 16.7 % compared to 2006 (681 persons).  

(***)  The column "Other drugs" includes 145 users of LSD who came to police notice for the first 
time in 2007 (+16 %). 
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